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follows that the ischium alone forms practically the
whole of the pelvis of the manatee, and this bone does
bear an unmistakable resemblance to that of Mceri-
therium.1

(2) Eosiren lived so little later than Eotherium as to allow
insufficient time for the loss of the obturator foramen and the
considerable reduction of the acetabulum; moreover, it is difficult
to believe that degeneration resulted in the filling up of a hole in
a bone (D., p. 60).

It is dangerous to dogmatize as to the time required
for any change, or to equate that with stratigraphical
measurements. Nevertheless, in this case I incline to
agree with Mr. Dewar. Eotheroides [Eotherium] is
more probably a cousin than a parent of Eosiren. If
we take the pelvis of the earliest known Proboscidean,
Moeritherium (D) as the nearest approach to that of the
ancestral Sirenian, we can see that E is not exactly in-
termediate between D and F; E has evolved from such
a type as D in a slightly different way from F, and to a
less degree.

As to the "filling up a hole in a bone," no such
thing has taken place. Actually, the so-called obturator
foramen is not a hole in the bone : it is a portion of a
continuous sheet which has remained membranous in-
stead of ossifying, and is more correctly called the
obturator fenestra. The real foramen is a much smaller
opening through which nerves and blood-vessels pass.
Careful comparison of the figures D, E, F, and G will
show that what has happened is the disappearance of

i The figures of the manatee's hip-girdle in Mr. Dewar's book are
misleading, because (i) he does not state the scale, which is about
double that of his other Sirenian girdles, (2) he does not indicate
the position of the acetabulum. An inspection of the mounted
skeleton of Manatus in the palaeontological gallery of the Natural
History Museum, South Kensington, is even more convincing
than the figures here given.